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SAND CREEK MASSACRE
   Even after the gut-wrenching speech by Black Kettle (see last week's edition), Evans was unrelenting in his callous attitude towards the Indian people who had traveled more than four hundred miles to the Camp Weld council, and at great personal risk and risk to their families.
   The Study Committee again reiterates Evans' continuing attitude to “direct the conversation to the supposed state of general Indian warfare, the existence of which he had been declaring since late 1862.” These statements were included in the Report as allegations made in rebuttal to Black Kettle's speech:
· Evans carried a grudge for more than a year following the failed council in 1863;
· Evans accused the leaders – men who had already signed the Fort Wise Treaty –  of being allied with the Lakota and having committed depradations;
· Evans further complained, “I was under the necessity, after all my trouble, and all the expense of coming out with 'gifts' for the meeting he tried to set up on September 1st, 1863, of returning home without seeing them”; (writer's comment:  what Evans considered his 'gifts' were actually payment to the Indians for their land and agreeing to enter into treaties.);
· “Instead of this … You have gone into an alliance with the Sioux who were at war with us.”  Evans then reiterated this accusatory refrain drawn almost exclusively from the words of the spy, Robert north; (Seeing the Round Corners, June 8th edition.)
· The record of the meeting showed Black Kettle saying I don't know who could have told you this,” and the other leaders denied the allegation about going into Lakota country as indicative of forming an alliance – in reality they were simply searching for buffalo.
   Evans refused to be convinced stating, “No matter who said this, your conduct has proved to my satisfaction that was the case.”
   A discussion then took place between Evans and White Antelope the meeting report shows about the fighting that took place earlier in the spring:
· The Natives stated, “This is a mistake. We have made no alliance with the Sioux, or any else.”
· The Cheyenne and Arapahoe pointed out they did not know the reasons for the fighting launched by Chivington's forces in the three battles of spring, with White Antelope raising this question to Evans, who simply ignored it:  Governor Evans, who took the stock from Fremont's Orchard, and had the first fight with soldiers this spring, north of here?”
· White Antelope:  Before answering this question, I would like for you to know that this was the beginning of the war and I should like to you to know what it was for, as a soldier fired first.
· Governor Evans:  The Indians had stolen about forty horses, the soldiers went to recover them, and the Indians fired a volley into their ranks.
· White Antelope:  This is all a mistake. They were coming down the Bijou, and found one horse and one mule. They returned one horse before they got to Geary's to a man, then went to Geary's expecting to turn the other one over to someone. They then heard that the soldiers and Indians were fighting and all fled.
   The Study Committee notes:  “The fact of the matter was that the fighting broke out because Chivington had declared war on them.”
   Evans further “castigated” the peace-keeping representatives during the council for not settling on the Upper Arkansas Reservation, and his statement, “if not unequivocal lies, at best is an optimistic self-delusion.” The Study Committee notes that Evans' claims about the reservation merit close scrutiny:
· We have been spending thousands of dollars in opening farms for you, and making preparations to feed, protect, and make you comfortable; and
· Evans had inspected construction of reservation buildings informing Commissioner Dole on April 11, 1864:  “I just returned from a visit to the Upper Arkansas Agency … The new line of ditch I should judge to be well laid. It will irrigate a very large tract of land in addition to the Agency and school lands principly [sic] on the Arapahoe portion of the Reservation … No finer building stone can be found anywhere than on the grounds in great abundance and easily quarried. If this suggestion is approved, please telegraph.”  
   The problem with Evans' grandstanding and lack of knowledge about boundaries is this. He requested money from Dole on June 3rd for improvements to the reservation, then on June 7th, referred to conflicts between claimants to (Mexican) land grants and Native peoples as already having “been productive of troubles.”
Evans either was uninformed or did not care about the error in location of areas he described because of these facts:  
· The grants in question were located to the east of the reservation's western boundary, and colonists had no rights to settle there either under Mexican or United States land tenure rules;
· The grant, as congressionally confirmed, had as its northeast boundary the Arkansas and Purgatoire Rivers; and
· The Upper Arkansas Reservation was east of the grant.
   Evans was well aware of other problems with the Upper Arkansas Reservation when he described during the Camp Weld council, making the reservation “comfortable” when it was hardly plausible, “especially given that settlers had invaded the reservation.” It is unclear if the invasion occurred prior to negotiation of the 1861 treaty, but it seems likely it occurred in 1862 and 1863. Evans' idea of solving the conflict of title on the Upper Arkansas was to “get the Indians to release title to the invaders!”
   To add to the audacity, the area not claim-jumped by settlers was leased out to “tenants” and Major S.G. Colley, the agent, was farming the rest “on Government account.” Little room was left for the Cheyenne and Arapaho, and how could the Indians be expected to settle among hostile settlers?
   Confusion was created early in 1863 when an Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Charles Mix, a career bureaucrat, gave instructions about a Mr. Wright purchasing supplies for the Caddoes for whom the reservation had been designated, and that only if the Caddoes were not interested in settling there would the reservation be exclusively for the Cheyenne and Arapahoe.
   Even an apology to Dole by Evans about this problem was followed by Evans' insistence to Wright who was supposed to survey the reservation that “treaty negotiations would be necessary before plans for dividing the land could be carried out, “the idea being to try and get the Indians to settle there, but perhaps to negotiate different or additional reservation sites.
   This abdication of obligations as Treaty Commissioner is inexplicable in light of Evans' failure a year later to not take the opportunity to renew negotiations when given the clearest possible chance at the Camp Weld council, and with the Indians there in his presence asking for a peaceful settlement.
   The Study Committee points to it being“deeply ironic” that the Sand Creek encampment Chivington viciously attacked just two months later was either right on the reservation's northwestern boundary or perhaps just within it.
   The lack of a survey of the area meant the Superintendency or the Cheyenne and Arapaho could not have known if they were within the reservation boundaries when they were sent there after arriving at Fort Lyon, as directed at the end of the Camp Weld council.
   The significance of all this was the Cheyenne and Arapaho were legitimately within their right to be in residence, where they were camped, undisturbed at the Upper Arkansas Reservation.
   Additionally, in light of the close personal relationship between Major Wynkoop and the Cheyenne and Arapaho, and Wynkoop's escort of the Indians to the council with Evans on September 28th, the interpretation the Indians were appropriate for attack had to be “a delibert rendition interpretation to put a construction on the situation to construe the residents of this [Sand Creek] as appropriate for attack.” (writer's emphasis)
   In addition to the absurdity of Evans' attitude toward the Indians is the startling statement made toward the end of the Camp Weld meeting which clearly indicates abdication of his responsibility under Dole's instruction, as well as in his role of Indian commissioner, to negotiate for peace at every opportunity.
   Evans claimed he was obligated to “turn the Cheyenne and Arapaho over to the Army, given his claim that settlers and Natives were at war:  
· “Another reason I am not in a condition to make the treaty, is that war is begun, and the power to make a treaty of peace has passed from me to the Great War Chief,” he asserted – an obvious reference to Chivington.”
   Evans clearly rejected the opportunity presented by the Camp Weld council to parlay the meeting into an “agreement that could have set events on a new trajectory and likely averted the massacre.”
   The Study Committee stated it seemed clear that Evans sought to avoid telling the Cheyenne and Arapaho that he was under instruction from Dole to negotiate for peace at every opportunity, instead telling them a war was already in progress and that he anticipated that launch of a winter campaign would “drive all the Indians off the plains,” despite this not being his charge in either of his official capacities.”  
   Next week, what may have motivated Evans' reasoning and his message to Indian Agent Colley:  “The chiefs brought in by Major Wynkoop have been heard. I have declined to make any peace with them, lest it might embarrass the military operations against the hostile Indians of the plains. The Arapaho and Cheyenne Indians being now at war with the United States Government, must make peace with the military authorities.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
